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SEVENTEEN 
YEARS 
BEFORE THE 
BATTLE OF 
SEKIGAHARA... 


T PRAY 
THIS 
LETTER 
REACHES 
YOu. 








a - THE MAJESTIC 





IF ONLY GE Bhs KiTANOSHO is é 
fa my NEWBORN ose e 
- SON KOJIR IN THI 
COULD BE THE ONLY VERGE OF 
LAST NIGHT SPARED. ‘ MISGIVING FALLING INTO 
1 HAD HIM I HAVE ENEMY HANDS. 
SENT OFF TO CONCERNS 
YOU, MASTER MY FAMILY. 
KANEMAKI 
JISAl. 







WE ARE 
TAKING 
OUR 
LAST 
STAND. 



























THOUGH I CALMLY, I 
REALIZE WHAT AWAIT THE 

A GREAT MOMENT I 
INCONVENIENCE MAY DIE 
THIS WILL BE, Fi FOR MY 

1 HAVE NO | LORD. 
ONE ELSE TO 

TURN TO. 
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#1238 The Letter 









THIS 
WILL BE 
INCON- 
VENIENT... 








YOU TO 
STAY AWAY 


SCRAMBLING ‘( 
FTER US JUST)... rf 
FOR A BIT Jk (RIGHT TEASE. | ey 


OF FISH NN 


= ~ Ss ts : x t 
es ad R 
HARMLESS \e—o—=h 
AS LONG AS | 2 
YOU LEAVE } 


HIM ALONE. 


_// HE COMES 
/ 
(i 









a EVERYONE’ 

¥ THERE LIKE US. 
MUST BE A 
REASON WHY )\, 
HE ISOLATES | 
HIMSELF AND 
LIVES AS A 
HERMIT. 






















I WONT 
EAT 
ANYMORE. 


@ ru sust 
WITHER 
AWAY LIKE 
A DRIED LP 
TREE. 





--SEEK A 
SOLEMN 
END TO 
MY LIFE. 





SON KOJIRO 
COULD BE 
SPARED. 


















SASAKI... 





ARE YOU, 


SASAKI?! 





YOU SAY THAT 
YOU HAVE 
NOTHING MORE 
TO LEARN 
FROM ME? 


FOOL! YOU HAVE Vj 
THE AUDACITY TO 
CLAIM YOU'VE 
TRANSCENDED THIS 
STYLE WITHIN A 
“\. MERE FIVE 

YEARS? 











HE'S 
FINALLY 
LOST HIS 
MIND. 












THERE WAS 
 O~ A TIME WHEN 
wa 1 CONSIDERED 

ica MYSELF _- 
INVINCIBLE. 





AT THIS 
MIGHTY 
OCEAN. 





/ HOPEFULLY 


THEY 
MUST HAVE 
BEEN INTER- 

CEPTED 
BY THEIR 
ENEMY. 


A LIFE 
AS TRIVIAL 
AS FOAM 
FROM THE 

SEA. 















































CIM GOING TO DIE.) 












































IF ONLY 
MY NEWBORN 
SON KOJIRO 

COULD BE 

SPARED... 




















THEY MUST 
HAVE GOTTEN 








Sl J CANT 
NURSE 





CRY, 
KOJIRO. 


















IT 
MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
SCARY. 







(MUST HAVE 


BEEN SO | 
LONELY. 












Y HIS 
PURE AND 
INNOCENT 
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AEA with THESE 
© HANDS? 





/ AND 

/ ONCE THEY 
WERE BEATEN 

BY THE SWORD, 
MY LIFE WAS 





THESE 

HANDS HAVE \\ 

ONLY LIVED 
BY THE 
SWORD. 











NO! BE 
CAREFUL! 
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COME 
TO THINK 
OF IT... 





























SA 
=e j * Re TO THINK 











EVEN MY 
y- DISCIPLES... 








COULD BE & 
SPARED... { 





THIS WILL 
1 HAVE NO 
INE ELSE TO 
TURN TO. 




















+1 NEVER ONCE 
THOUGHT, THE 
OCEAN WAS 

BEAUTIFUL. 


BUT IT 
Is. IT'S SO 
BEAUTIFUL... 





COME 
TO, THINK 
OF IT... 


























DONT YOu, 
KOJIRO? 

















: >< COME TO 
NO ONE'S 2 THINK 


EVER STARED => OF IT... 
= AT ME,LIKE = . _ 
















I WON'T 
LOOK AWAY 
FROM YOU 
EVER AGAIN, 
KOJIRO. 























THE MAN 
WHO HAD 
FORMERLY 

DEVOTED HIS 

LIFE TO THE 

WAY OF THE 

SWORD... 











































THREE 
YEARS HAD 
PASSED. 





























KANEMAKI JISAI 
NOT HAVE 
RESPONDED 

TO THAT 


RUMOR THAT 
YOU GAVE 
uP ON THE 

SWORD MUST 


BE TRUE// 


















CALLOUS HE 

CAN'T EVEN 

>) REMEMER 
HIS SENIORS. 


DIFFERENT. 
I CANT 
RECALL 
HIS FACE 

__ EITHER. 





CAN SEE 
IVE GIVEN 
UP THE 


THE WARRIOR'S 





CAN TRADE 
\ IT FOR 
FOOD. 




















“THAT 
CHILD MAY 
BE THE SON 
OF A FORMER 
DISCIPLE, BUT 
RAISING A 
DEAF CHILD 
IS NO EASY 
FEAT. 


PLEASE 
TAKE 
CARE!! 


STILL BLIND 
TO EVERYONE 
BUT 
YOURSELF. 








3 DAMN 
i, IT. TM 
STILL 

~ SHAKING. 



























































WORTHLESS 
AS THIS 
SEAWEED!/! 

























“YOURE 
STILL BLIND 
TO EVERYONE 
BUT 
YOURSELF.” 








BUT 
NONE OF MY 
WORDS EVER 

REACHED 





I ALWAYS 
ENJOYED OUR 
CONVERSATIONS 
BUT I WAS 
REALLY ONLY 
TALKING TO 

MYSELF. 

























































DANGER: |" 
ous. £ 












“=~ _- HOW WILL 
YOU LIVE? 






































A 
SUBSTITUTE 
FOR YOUR 
PARENTS...? 





TLL 
MAKE 
SURE YOU 
SURVIVE. J ‘ 





TLL MAKE 
SURE YOU 
SURVIVE. 





(MUST TAKE CARE OF THIS.) 








#133 |To Live by 
the Sword 





THEN YOU 
{ EXHALE FROM 
\ DEEP INSIDE 
































WHAT AM I 
DOING? WHY 








TLL RAISE 
HIM TO BE 
A GOOD 
MAN. 








WHAT?! 





















you 
MUST ALSO 
BE FAMILIAR 
WITH EVERY 
RIDGE AND 
CREVICE OF 
THE OCEAN 
‘LOOR. 

















y BuT IVE 
(ONLY LIVED 
BY THE 
SWORD. 


“OTHERWISE, 
/_1T WILL BE 
| IMPOSSIBLE To |. 
RAISE HIM TO BE 
JA DECENT HUMAN 
BEING. KOJIRO 
WILL END UP 
STARVING. 









LIVING 
BY THE 
SWORD... 

















KOJIRO, 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING?! 


THATS © 
DANGEROUS. 


















































You 
WANT TO 
SHOW YOUR 
SWORD OFF 
TO ME, IS 
THAT IT? 



































I SEE... 
THAT SWORD 
INVIGORATES 

you. 























IT CAN 
ALSO BE 
THE DEATH 





+-.LOOK 
OVER AND 
PROTECT 
THIS 


CHILD... 















7 STOPPED 

CRYING 

ALREADY 
? 


/ PERHAPS 
TLL PAY 
OLD MAN 
YAGYU A 
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THIS 
IS ONLY 
TO MAKE 
A LIVING. 











YOU'VE 
DONE SOME 
SWORD- 
FIGHTING. 


f ISN'T MUCH 
BEHIND 
IT. 











aheve. SPENT THE 
DIDNT h Se > ENTIRE DAY 


FIND IT, Jae) Mi LOOKING 
DID You? aster FOR IT. 





IT'S NOT 
GOOD FOR 
A FOUR-YEAR- 
OLD TO CLING 
TO A SWORD 


THE WAY 


YOU DO... 












you 2 
MUST TRY c 
TO BE MORE \__ 





























UNDERSTAND! 
YOU MUST 
STAY AWAY 
FROM SUCH 

THINGS!! 











iY THE 
SWORD CAN 
DRIVE MEN 





VILLAGE, 
KOJIRO? 


FRIENDS! 



















KNOW HOW 
TO INTERACT 
WITH 











8 
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ee 
Fa 
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STAND? 





GOOD 
GOING, 
KOJIRO!! 











































































































CAN'T 
TAKE IT 
ANY 
MORE!! 





HIM! HE'S 
NOT OUR 
MASTER! 


HE 
DOESN'T 
PROTECT 








WITHOUT 
7 MASTER FUDO, 
THIS VILLAGE 
> WOULD 
V ann we <°7/ HAVE BEEN 
CUT THEA RAVAGED... 


THOSE 
BANDITS 


















KYOSAKU, 7 GOSUKE!! IF 
fou Cie 
z DAUGHTER WONT JUST 
JUST HAD SON eee 

A BIRTHDAY, 7 


THAT SHE'S [222 
FOURTEEN. 4 


--BUT * MAY HAVE 

NOW ONCE BEEN 
MASTER A SAVIOR 
FUDO IS OF THIS 
JUST A VILLAGI 
PARASITE 








AFTER 
ALL, HE'S 
FORMIDABLE 

eI 


INOLIGH 
TO CALL 
HIMSELF A 






























































Fa 4 
SMELLY... 


eS 
? alg st | ‘eas ma 





















































































































WE CAN'T 
REALLY 
AFFORD TO 
HELP OUT 






saat AND IT MIGHT 
8 NOT HAVE 
.THIS \ MUCH TO DO 


VILLAGE IS IN WITH YOU, 





BIG TROUBLE 







































SMELLED 
so 
NICE... 


WOULDN'T Yt AY KS S/ DIDNT COME 
HAVE NO (UP YY) 
WORRIES IF 
SHED JUST ff 

STAY A 

CHILD... 








WE LIVE Ya eASAL 


SO CLOSE 
AND YET THIS 
IS OUR FIRST 

MEETING. 
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SS 
LZ 
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THE HELL Y 


ARE YOU, 














BUT ALL 


poe I COULD 
DO WAS 
STEP BACK. 

















































SAVE OUR 


A: 
PLEASE, 
YOU MUST 
VILLAGE... 














DESCENDED / 
FROM THE 
HEAVENS! 


| I STARTED 
CALLING MYSELF /)4 
THAT YESTERDAY, /9 

REMEMBER?! 






















































































KENEMAKI 
SJISAI? 









/ WELL 
/ JUST WAIT 








































HEY /! 
DIDN'T 
YOU HEAR 
WHAT HE 
SAID?! 























KOJIRO 



































KOJIRO, 
PLEASE... 


LET ME 
BE YOUR 
DISCIPLE... 





About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Takehiko Inoue, author 
of the best-selling manga SLAM DUNK, with over 
100 million copies in print worldwide. Inoue 
received the 2000 Media Arts award for Manga 
from the Japanese Ministry of Culture as well as 
the 2000 Kodansha Award for best manga for his 
work on VAGABOND. In 2002, VAGABOND received 
the prestigious Tezuka award for best manga, In 
2003, Inoue was nominated for an Eisner Award for 
best writer/artist. To date VAGABOND has sold over 
22 million copies throughout the world In addition 
to his numerous manga titles, Inoue also created the 
character designs for the PlayStation basketball 
game, ONE ON ONE. 


About VAGABOWD and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inoue's VAGABOND, based on Ei 
Yoshikawa’s novel MUSASH, is a fictional account 
of the life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645). The 
historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author of the 
philosophical strategy guide A BOOK OF FIVE 
‘RINGS, was @ master of the sword and was revered 
‘as a “sword-saint.” He founded the Niten Ichi style 
‘of sword fighting, which is typified by fighting with 
both long and short swords at once-holding the 
long sword with the right hand and the short sword 
with the left, Musashi was also a master of the 
“gentler arts"—he was @ master of sume (black ink 
drawings), metalworking, and woodcarving. The 
films that comprise THE SAMURAI TRILOGY. 
directed by Hiroshi Inagaki and staring Toshiro 
‘Mifune, were also based on Yoshikawa's MUSASH/ 
Inspired by the huge success of VAGABONO in 
Japan, in 2003 NHK produced the historical period 
drama, MUSASHI. Also based on Yoshikawa's novel, 
this drama stars kabuki actor Shinnosuke Ichikawa 
‘as Musashi and TV star Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu, 











A note on names: 


‘The names presented within the context of this 
comic are presented in the traditional Jay 
order—surname followed by first name. “Miyamoto” 
is Miyamoto Musashi’s last name and “Musashi” is 
his first name, The name of the creator of 
VAGABOND, however, has been presented first 
name first, last name second. “Takehiko” is the 
author's first name and “Inoue” is his last name. 








Glossary and Extraneous Background 
Information 


Ito Ittosai (Dates unknown) 

Founder of the Ittoryu schoo! of sword fighting. Before establishing 
his own style Ittosai is said to have studied a variant of the Chujo- 
ryu style of sword fighting under Kanemaki Jisai’s instruction, 


Sasaki Kojiro 

The legendary archrival of Miyamoto Musashi. Kojiro is believed to 
have studied the Chujoryu style of swordsmanship under the 
instruction of either Toda Seigen or Kanemaki Jisai. Kojiro was 
renowned for his Tubame-gaeshi, or "swallow-cut” technique which 
was inspired by the movement of a swallow in flight. 


The Sengoku Period and the Battle of Seki 
The Warring States or Sengoku period (1482-1558) in Japan was a 
time of chaos and conflict. Central authorities, in the form of the 
imperial court and the shogunate, had grown increasingly weaker 
and the land was effectively ruled autonomously by numerous 
daimyo (domainal lords). Looking to expand their spheres of control, 
the daimyo were constantly at war with each other. One daimyo in 
particular, Oda Nobunaga, set out on a mission to unify Japan by 
means of conquest. Incredibly successful, by the time of his assassi- 
nation in 1882, he managed to control approximately one-third of all 
of Japan. One of Nobunaga's chief generals, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, 
became Nobunaga's successor to carry on the quest for unification. 
Through a process of conquest and conciliation, Hideyoshi succeed- 
ed in creating an orderly federation amongst the daimyo, and by 
1590, order was restored to Japan under Hideyoshi’s rule. 
Hideyoshi's death in 1598, however, presented the question of suc- 
cession. Most of the daimyo from the domains in the west remained 
loyal to the Toyotomi Clan and its five-year-old heir, Toyotomi 
Hideyori. Tokugawa leyasu, however, leading the major daimyo from 
central and eastern Japan, challenged the Toyotomi clan's leader- 
ship. The two sides clashed at the Battle of Sekigahara (1600) in 





Mino (located in present day Gifu Prefecture) where the Tokugawa 
claimed an overwhelming victory. From that point on, the 
Tokugawa clan would effectively rule Japan for the next 250 years. 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

‘A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan 
was 37, he was appointed abbot of the leading temple of the Rinzai 
sect, Daitokuji, Takuan was an important figure whose acute and 
brutally honest advice was sought by influential and powerful fig- 
ures such as Emperor Go Mizuno and the shogun Tokugawa lemitsu 
His correspondence to Yagyu Munenori discussing Zen and swords- 
manship entitled THE UNFETTERED MIND has become an influential 
treatise in both the areas of philosophy and martial arts. The pickled 
daikon radish, takuan, also bears his name. 


The Yagyu Clan 

Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder 

of the famed Yagyu-Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son 
Yagyu Munenori (1571-1646) was one of Tokugawa's key generals 
at the Battle of Sekigahara, Munenori was appointed as the official 
fencing instructor of the Tokugawa Clan, and in 1632 the Yagyu 
were appointed as the ometsuke—responsible for the surveillance of 
the daimyo. Although the Yagyu clan has been depicted in Kazuo 
Koike’s LONE WOLF AND CUB as the plotters of the downfall of Itto 
Ogami, the general Japanese popular culture take on the Yagyu Clan 
is more positive. More specifically, Munenor's son, Yagyu Jubei 
(1607-1650), is viewed as a wandering hero protecting the people 
from evildoers 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 

A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482-1558) and 
the founder of the renowned Yoshioka school of sword fighting. 
Yoshioka Kempo mastered the Kyohachi style of swordmanship and 
then modified it to form the Yoshioka style. In the context of Inoue’s 
VAGABOND, as well as in Yoshikawa’s MUSASHI, Yoshioka Seijuro 
and Denshichiro are Kempo’s sons who are historically thought to 
have dueled with Miyamoto Musashi on numerous occasions. 
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VIZ Graphic Novel $9.95 USA/$13.95 CAN 


“,.,Inoue’s skills as a comics creator makes 
VAGABOND outstanding. This really is one of the 
best comics currently being produced. | buy 
every book as soon as it’s published and once 
you take a look yourself, you'll do the same.” 
—Greg McEthatton, icomics.com 


Miyamoto Musashi is destined to be Japan's most 
celebrated samurai, a man revered as a sword-saint. 
But every great warrior needs a worthy rival and 
Sasaki Kojiro is destined to be Musashi’s legendary 
opponent in the most well known duel in Japanese 
history. This volume goes into the background and 
childhood of the man famed for his deadly “swallow 
cut” sword stroke. 


eo A 6 


This book reads 


www.viz.com from right to left. 
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